Saunders was asked by Minton to investigate the lunchbox incident. He
interviewed most of the people who had been at the safety meeting (Tr, 167,
168). The only topic at the safety meeting was Blanc's lunchbox (Tr. 168).
Saunders related this information to Minton (Tr. 168).

Saunders was  present   at   the November  3 termination meeting.     Blanc's
defense,   in essence,  was  that  this was   the only way he knew' how to do  it
(Tr.   169,   170).

B&R procedure   is   for  an  inspector  to note violations   and  report   them
to his  supervisor  (Tr.   170).     Blanc mentioned explosives   lying  around  (Tr.
171).     The  problems  Blanc  related  to Saunders were   the  lunchbox  and  the
van  incidents  as well  as  the  lack of communication with Gilbert   (Tr.   171).

Saunders  never  threatened Blanc   for  shutting  down  the  job  when there
was  no imminent  danger  (Tr.   173).

Dave Allen's  complaints  were  that  Blanc was   either  shutting down the
operation or  threatening  to do  so when it  wasn't   justified   (Tr.   177).

Blanc was  terminated because  of his   inability  to  talk with   sub-
contractors  and because he was  abrasive  (Tr.   179,   180).     It   is   improper  for
an  inspector  to  threaten someone with bodily harm  (Tr.   182).

Witness Gary Bates testified  as  follows;.

He was  the  representative  for Exxon USA,   and   as   such he was
responsible  for  the day  to day operation of  the  Colony  Shale Oil Project
(Tr.   184).

Joe Blanc   first  came  to Bates'   attention  shortly  after Gilbert
mobilized  (Tr.   188).    A series  of  statements were made  to Bates  which he
considered  to be overzealousness  on Blanc's  part   (Tr.   189),     It  was  not   so
much what  Blanc  said but how he  stated  it   (Tr.   189).     Blanc  was  using
abusive  language  and  a tough guy attitude   (Tr.   190).     Bates   asked Minton to
straighten  this  out  (Tr.   190).

About   a week later  the  Bills   incident   (when Bills brushed  against
Blanc) was brought   to Bates'   attention  (Tr.   191).     Bates   contacted Minton
because he  was  concerned  abput   a  fight  (Tr.   191).     Minton  told  Bates he'd
talk to Blanc  (Tr.   191).

Another matter brought   to Bates'   attention was   the   lunchbox   incident
which Bates  describes  as Blanc  "lining up"   the Reseigh  group  and   saying
he'd  send  them off the hill  in an ambulance  if it happened  again  (Tr.  192).
Bates  told Minton this  conduct   is  "completely unacceptable  and  we  can't
have  that"   (Tr.   192).    Minton  said he'd  look into   it   and   try  to  get   it
resolved   (Tr.   192).

status

Bates never made any recommendation concerning Blanc's-personnel
s (Tr. 192).

182incident   (Tr.
